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Listing of Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-42. (Canceled) 

43. (Currently Amended) A record medium for r e cording including a control 
program that causes an inputting unit to input information r e presenting time to a r e s e arching 
unit, the control program causing th e inputting unit to perform the steps of: 

[[(a)]] storing time information representing pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e corresponding to 
us e r's a user operation occurring during a broadcast without storing any corresponding 
broadcast station identification information ; 

[[(b)]] retrieving the time information from storage: and 

transmitting the time information r e pr e s e nting th e predetermined time stored at the 
storing step (a) to an external unit[[;]] and 

[[(c)]] inputting the time information repr e s e nting th e pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e to a 
searching unit, 

wherein the searching unit s e arching information r e pr e senting cont e nts from searches 
a database including broadcast information indicating broadcast contents and associated times 
of broadcasting using at least corr e sponding to the inputted time information r e pr e s e nting th e 
pred e t e rmin e d tim e at which contents wer e broadcast, the databas e corr e lativ e ly storing the 
information r e pr e s e nting th e contents and broadcast time thereof 

44. (Currently Amended) The record medium as set forth in claim 43, wherein the 
control program causing causes the inputting unit to further perform the step of: 
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[[(d)]] displaying the number of entries of the time information representing the 

predetermined time stored at the storing time information step [[(a)]]. 

45. (Currently Amended) A record medium for r e cording including a control 
program that causes an inputting unit having a counter that op e rat e s with a pr e d e t e rmin e d 
clock signal and that inputs information r e pr e senting tim e to a searching unit, th e control 
program cau s ing th e inputting unit to perform the steps of: 

providing a count value based on a predetermined clock signal; 

[[(a)]] storing [[a]] the count value of the count e r at pr e determined time 
corr e sponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

[[(b)]] transmitting communicating the count value stored at the storing the count 
value step [[(a)]] to an external unit; and 

converting the count value to time information indicating when the user operation 
occurred at the external unit; and 

[[(c)]] inputting the converted time information r e pr e s e nting tim e to the a searching 

unit, 

wherein the searching unit searching information representing contents from searches 
a database including information indicating broadcast contents and an associated time of 
broadcasting using at least corr e sponding to the converted time information r e pr e s e nting tim e 
at which contents wer e broadcast, the database corr e lativ e ly storing th e information 
representing the contents and broadcast time thereof 

46. (Currently Amended) The record medium as set forth in claim 45, the control 
program causing the inputting unit to further perform the step of: 
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[[(d)]] displaying the a total number of entries of the tim e information repr e senting 

th e pr e d e termined tim e count value stored at the storing the count value step [[(a)]]. 

47. (Currently Amended) An inputting unit for inputting information r e pr e s e nting 
time[[,]] comprising: 

a counter that op e rat e s configured to provide a count value based on with a 
predetermined clock signal; 

storing m e ans for storing a storage unit configured to store the count value of said 
counter at pred e termined time corresponding to user's when a user performs an operation 
during a broadcast ; 

a connecting portion fef configured to directly connecting connect the count valu e 
stor e d in said storing m e ans inputting unit to an external unit; and 

a communicating m e ans for transmitting unit configured to communicate the count 
value stored in said storing m e ans storage unit to the external unit through said connecting 
portion, 

wherein the external unit converts the count value to time information r e pr e s e nting 
tim e is input indicating when the user operation occurred during the broadcast and inputs the 
time information to a searching unit through the e xt e rnal unit , the searching unit searching 
information r e presenting contents from a database including broadcast information indicating 
broadcast contents and an associated time the broadcast occurred using at least corr e sponding 
to the converted time information r e pr e senting tim e at which cont e nts wore broadcast, the 
databas e corr e lativ o ly storing the information repr ese nting the contents and broadcast time 
ther e of 
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48. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 47, wherein the 
information r e pr e senting the broadcast contents includes information about identifying the 
contents. 

49. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 47, wherein the 
pr e d e t e rmined tim e is tim e at which user operation during a broadcast occurs when the user 
knows his or her determines that the broadcast includes desired contents. 

50. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 47, further 
comprising: 

a junction means having [[:]] unit including, 

a base having an attaching portion for attaching configured to attach with said 
connecting portion, the attaching portion being disposed on an upper surface of said 
base; and 

a coupling portion conn e cting m e ans, protruding extending from the base 
attaching portion , the coupling portion being configured to couple the attaching portion to for 
conn e cting the external unit[[,]] 

wherein said communicating m e ans transmits the count value through said 

junction m e ans . 

51 . (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim #0 47, wherein said 
junction m e ans connecting portion is has a lid integrally formed with a main body of the 
inputting unit. 
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52. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 47, wherein the external unit is 
an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit. 

53. (Currently Amended) An inputting unit for inputting information repr e s e nting 
time[[,]] comprising: 

a counter that op e rat e s with configured to provide a count value based on a 
predetermined clock signal; 

storing means for storing [[a]] the count value of said counter at pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e 
corr e sponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

displaying means for displaying the count value stored in said storing means; and 

communicating means for tran s mitting communicating the count value stored in said 
storing means to an external unit, 

wherein the external unit converts the communicated count value to time information 
r e pr e s e nting tim e is input indicating when the user operation occurred during the broadcast 
and inputs the time information to a searching unit, the searching unit searching information 
representing cont e nts from a database including broadcast information indicating broadcast 
contents and an associated time the broadcast occurred using at least corresponding to the 
converted time information repr e senting time at which th e cont e nts w e r e broadcast, th e 
databas e corr e lativ e ly storing th e information r e pr ese nting th e cont e nts and broadcast tim e 
th e r e of 

54. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 53, wherein the count value is 
represented with spherical members on one side of said displaying means. 
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55. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 54, wherein when 
the count value is transmitt e d communicated by said communicating means, the number of 
spherical members gradually decreases on one side of said displaying, means, and 

wherein when part of the spherical members disapp e ars disappear , the oth e r 
remaining ones of the spherical members move to the positions at which the part of the 
spherical members disappear from . 

56. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 53, wherein said 
displaying means is formed in an almost square shape, and 

wherein members representing the count value are arranged in a lattice shape 
irrespective of the storing order of entries of the information r e pr e s e nting tim e count value 
stored in said storing means. 

57. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 53, wherein the 
count value is represented with rod shaped members by said displaying means . 

58. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 53, wherein the 
count value is represented as the a size of an area of said displaying means. 

59. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 53, wherein the 
predetermined tim e is time at which user operation during a broadcast occurs when the user 
knows his or h e r determines that the broadcast includes desired contents. 
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60. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 53, wherein said 
communicating means transmits communicates the count value to the external unit 
configured as an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit. 

61 . (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 53, wherein the 
information representing the broadcast contents includes information about identifying the 
contents. 

62. (Currently Amended) An inputting unit for inputting information r e pr e s e nting 
time[[,]] comprising: 

a counter that op e rat e s with configured to provide a count valuebased on a 
predetermined clock signal; 

storing means for storing [[a]] the count value of said counter at pr e det e rmined time 
corr e sponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

communicating means for transmitting communicating the count value stored in said 
storing means to an external unit; and 

sound generating means for generating a sound corresponding to the count value 
stored in said storing means, 

wherein the external unit converts the communicated count value to time information 
representing tim e is input indicating when the user operation occurred during the broadcast 
and inputs the time information to a searching unit, the searching unit searching information 
r e pr e senting cont e nts from a database including broadcast information indicating broadcast 
contents and an associated time of broadcasting using at least corr e sponding to the converted 
time information representing time at which the cont e nts w e re broadcast, the databas e 
corr e lativoly storing the information r e pres e nting the cont e nts and broadcast tim e th e r e of . 
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63. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 62, wherein said 
sound generating means generates a sound corresponding to the pr e determin e d user operation 
when the count value stored in said storing means exceeds a predetermined value. 

64. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 62, wherein said 
sound generating means generates a sound when the count value stored in said storing means 
exceeds a predetermined value and the pr e d e termin e d user operation is performed. 

65. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 62, wherein the 
pr e det e rmin e d time is time at which user operation during a broadcast occurs when the user 
knows his or h e r determines that the broadcast includes desired contents. 

66. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 62, wherein said 
communicating means transmits communicates the count value to the external unit 
configured as an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit. 

67. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 62, wherein the 
information r e pr e senting th e broadcast contents includes information about identifying the 
contents. 

68. (Currently Amended) An inputting unit for inputting information representing 
time, comprising: 

a counter that operates with configured to provide a count value based on a 
predetermined clock signal; 
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first storing means for storing a the count value of said counter at pr e d e termined tim e 
corresponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

identification information generating means for generating predetermined content 
identification information corresponding to the us e r's user operation; 

second storing means for storing the identification information generated by said 
identification information generating means; and 

communicating means for transmitting communicating the count value stored in said 
first storing means and the identification information stored in said first storing means and 
said second storing means to an external unit, 

wherein the external unit converts the communicated count value to information 
representing time and the converted information representing time and the content 
identification information id e ntifying cont e nts are input to a searching unit, the searching unit 
searching information representing contents from a database including broadcast information 
indicating broadcast contents and an associated time of broadcast using at least the converted 
time information corr e sponding to th e information r e pres e nting time at which th e cont e nts 
w e r e broadcast, the database corr e lativ e ly storing the information r e presenting the contents 
and broadcast tim e ther e of . 

69. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, wherein said first storing 
means and said second storing means store the count value and the identification information 
to a common memory disposed in the inputting unit. 

70. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, wherein said first storing 
means and said second storing means store the count value and the identification information 
to discrete memories disposed in the inputting unit. 
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71. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, further 
comprising: 

pr e ssing m e ans compos e d of at least one button, 

wherein said identification information generating means detects includes means for 
detecting different manners that th e pr e ssing mann e r of the user against presses the at least 
one button and generates th e for generating different content identification information that 
vari e s corresponding to the pr e ssing mann e r different manners that the user presses the at 
least one button . 

72. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, further 
comprising: 

displaying means for displaying the count value stored in said first storing means, 
wherein said displaying means displays the count value in a different manner that 
varies corresponding to the content identification information. 

73. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, wherein the 
predetermined time is time at which user operation during a broadcast occurs when the user 
knows his or h e r determines that the broadcast includes desired broadcast contents.. 

74. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, wherein said 
communicating means transmits communicates the count value to the external unit 
configured as an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit. 
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75. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, wherein the 
content identification information identifying tho cont e nts is information that identifies 
whether the contents are television broadcast contents or radio broadcast contents. 

76. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, wherein the 
content identification information id e ntifying tho cont e nts is information that identifies 
whether the contents were broadcast in a predetermined area or out of the predetermined area. 

77. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 68, wherein the 
content information r e presenting tho contents includes information about identifying the 
contents. 

78. (Currently Amended) An inputting unit for inputting information repr e s e nting 
time[[,]] comprising: 

a counter that op e rat e s with configured to provide a count value based on with a 
predetermined clock signal; 

first storing means for storing a the count value of said counter at predet e rmin e d ti me 
corr e sponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

communicating means for communicating with an external unit and transmitting 
communicating the count value stored in said first storing means to an the external unit; and 

second storing means for storing data transmitted from an the external unit through 
said communicating means, 

wherein the external unit converts the communicated count value to time information 
representing time is and inputs the time information to a searching unit, the searching unit 
searching information representing cont e nts from a database including broadcast information 
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indicating broadcast contents and an associated time of broadcasting using at least the 
converted time information corr e sponding to th e information r e pres e nting tim e at which th e 
cont e nts w e r e broadcast, the databas e corr e latively storing the information representing the 
cont e nts and broadcast time thereof 

79. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 78, wherein the 
broadcast contents information repr e s e nting th e cont e nts includes information about 
identifying contents. 

80. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 78, wherein the data 
stored in said second storing means is includes the broadcast contents or information 
thereabout. 

81. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 78, wherein the data stored in 
said second storing means is compression-encoded audio data, and 

wherein the inputting unit further comprises: 

audio data reproducing means for decoding the compression-encoded audio data and 
reproducing the decoded audio data. 

82. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 78, wherein the data 
stored in the second storing means is encrypted data corresponding to a predetermined 
encrypting method, and 

wherein the inputting unit further comprises: 
decrypting means for decrypting the encrypted data. 
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83. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 78, wherein said first storing 
means and said second storing means store the count value and the data to a common 
memory disposed in the inputting unit. 

84. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 78, wherein said first storing 
means and said second storing means store the count value and the data to discrete memories 
disposed in the inputting unit. 

85. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 78, wherein the 
pr e det e rmined time is tim e at which user operation during a broadcast occurs when the user 
knows his or h e r determines that the broadcast includes desired broadcast contents. 

86. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 78, wherein said 
communicating means transmits communicates the count value to the external unit 
configured as an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit. 

87. (Currently Amended) An inputting unit for inputting information representing 
time, comprising: 

storing means for storing time information representing predetermined time 
corresponding to us e r's an operation by a user : 

displaying means for displaying the number of entries of the time information stored 
in said storing means; and 

communicating means for transmitting the time information stored in said storing 
means to an external unit, 
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wherein information representing time is input to a searching unit, the searching unit 

searching information representing contents from a database corresponding to the time 

information representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database 

correlatively storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time thereof. 

88. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 87, wherein the 
predetermined time is a time at which the user knows his or her desired broadcast contents. 

89. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 87, wherein said communicating 
means transmits the count value to an information terminal unit that is installed as a public 
unit. 

90. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 87, wherein the information 
representing the contents includes information about the contents. 

91 . (Currently Amended) An inputting unit for inputting information r e pr e s e nting 
time[[,]] comprising: 

first storing means for storing time information representing predetermined time 
corresponding to us e r's an operation by a user occurring during a broadcast without storing 
any corresponding broadcast station identification information ; 

communicating means for communicating with an external unit and transmitting the 
time information stored in said first storing means to the external unit; and 

second storing means for storing data transmitted from the external unit through said 
communicating means, 
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wherein information representing time is input to a searching unit, the searching unit 

searching information representing contents from a database corresponding to the time 

information representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database 

correlatively storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time thereof. 

92. (Currently Amended) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 91, wherein the data 
stored in said second storing means is the contents or information th e r e about about the 
contents . 

93. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 91, wherein the information 
representing the contents includes information about the contents. 

94. (Currently Amended) An inputting unit for inputting information r e pr e senting 
time [[,]] comprising: 

a counter that op e rat e s with configured to provide a count value based on with a 
predetermined clock signal; 

storing means for storing [[a]] the count value of said counter at pred e t e rmin e d tim e 
corr e sponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

sound generating means for generating a predetermined sound when the count value 
is stored to said storing means corresponding to the us e r's operation performed by the user ; 
and 

communicating means for transmitting the count value stored in said storing means to 
an external unit, 

wherein the external unit converts the communicated count value to time information 
r e pr e s e nting tim e is input indicating when the user operation occurred during the broadcast 
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and inputs the time information to a searching unit, the searching unit searching information 
repr e s e nting contents from a database including broadcast information indicating broadcast 
contents and an associated time the broadcast occurred using at least corresponding to the 
converted time information r e pres e nting tim e at which tho contents wore broadcast, the 
databas e corrolativ e ly storing th e information r e pr e s e nting th e contents and broadcast time 
th e r e of 

95. (Original) The inputting unit as set forth in claim 94, wherein the information 
representing the contents includes information about the contents. 

96. (Currently Amended) An inputting method for an inputting unit having a counter 
that operates with a pr e d e t e rmin e d clock signal , the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a count value from the counter based on a predetermined clock signal; 

[[(a)]] storing [[a]] the count value of the count e r at pr e d e t e rmin e d tim e 
corr e sponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

[[(b)]] directly connecting the count valu e stor e d at th e storing st e p (a) input unit to an 
external unit; and 

[[(c)]] transmitting communicating the count value stored at the storing the count 
value step [[(a)]] to the external unit connected at the connecting step [[(b),]]; 

converting the count value to time information indicating when the user operation 
occurred ; and 

inputting the converted time w r h e r e in information r e pr e senting tim e is input to a 
searching unit through the external unit, 

wherein the searching unit s e arching information r e pr e senting contents from searches 
a database including information indicating broadcast contents and an associated time of 

17 



Application No. 10/625,666 

Reply to Office Action of 10/05/2005 

broadcasting using at least corr e sponding to the converted time information roprosonting tim e 
at which th e cont e nts wor e broadcast, th e database correlativ e ly storing the information 
representing th e contents and broadcast tim e th e reof 

97. (Currently Amended) The inputting method as set forth in claim 96, wherein the 
information r e pres e nting th e broadcast contents includes information about identifying the 
contents. 

98. (Currently Amended) An inputting method for an inputting unit having a count e r 
that op e rates with a predet e rmin e d clock signal, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a count value based on a predetermined clock signa; 

[[(a)]] storing [[a]] the count value of th e count e r at pr e d e t e rmin e d time 
corr e sponding to user's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

[[(b)]] displaying the count value stored at the storing the count value step [[(a)]]; and 

[[(c)]] communicating the count value stored at the storing the count value step [[(a)]] 
to an external unit 

converting the count value to time information , 

wherein the count value is converted to time information indicating when the user 
operation occurred at the external unit and then r e pr e s e nting tim e is input to a searching unit, 
the searching unit searching information repr e s e nting contents from a database corresponding 
te including information indicating broadcast contents and an associated time of broadcasting 
using at least the converted time information r e pr e senting tim e at which th e cont e nts wore 
broadcast, th e databas e correlativ e ly storing the information representing the contents and 
broadcast tim e th e reof . 
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99. (Currently Amended) The inputting method as set forth in claim 98, wherein the 
information r e pr e senting th e broadcast contents includes information about identifying the 
contents. 

100. (Currently Amended) An inputting method for an inputting unit having a 
counter that op e rat es with a pr e det e rmin e d clock signal, th e m e thod comprising the steps of: 

providing a count value based on a predetermined clock signal; 

[[(a)]] storing [[a]] the count value of th e count e r at pr e determin e d tim e 
corr e sponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

(b) transmitting communicating the count value stored at in the storing the count 
value step [[(a)]] to an external unit; and 

generating a sound corresponding to the count value stored at in the storing the count 
value step [[(a)]], 

wherein the count value is converted to information representing time is and then 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching information repr e s e nting cont e nts from 
a database corr e sponding to including the information indicating broadcast contents and an 
associated r e pr e s e nting time of broadcasting using at which th e cont e nts w e r e broadcast, the 
databas e correlativ e ly storing th e information representing th e cont e nts and broadcast time 
ther e of least the converted time information . 

101. (Currently Amended) The inputting method as set forth in claim 100, wherein 
the information r e pr e s e nting th e broadcast contents includes information about identifying 
the contents. 
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102. (Currently Amended) An inputting method for an inputting unit having a counter 
that op e rates with a predetermined clock signal , th e m e thod comprising the steps of: 

providing a count value based on a predetermined clock signal; 

[[(a)]] storing [[a]] the count value of the count e r at pred e t e rmin e d tim e 
corr e sponding to us e r's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

[[(b)]] generating predetermined identification information corresponding to when the 
user's performs the operation during a broadcast ; 

[[(c)]] storing the predetermined identification information generated at in the 
identification information generating predetermined identification information step [[(b)]]; 

[[(d)]] transmitting communicating the count value and the identification information 
stored at the first storing step (a) and the s e cond storing st e p (c) when the user performs the 
operation during a broadcast to an external unit, 

wherein the count value is converted to information representing time is and then 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching information r e pres e nting cont e nts from 
a database corresponding to tim e including the information indicating broadcast contents and 
an associated repr e senting time of day of broadcasting using at which th e contents w e r e 
broadcast, the database corrclativ e ly storing th e information repr e s e nting th e cont e nts and 
broadcast tim e ther e of least the converted time of day information . 

103. (Currently Amended) The inputting method as set forth in claim 102, wherein 
the information r e pr e s e nting th e broadcast contents includes information about identifying 
the contents. 

104. (Currently Amended) An inputting method for an inputting unit having a counter 
that op e rat e s with a pr e d e t e rmin e d clock signal , th e m e thod comprising the steps of: 
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providing a count value based on a predetermined clock signal; 

[[(a)]] storing [[a]] the count value of th e count e r at predetermin e d time 

corr e sponding to user's when a user performs an operation during a broadcast ; 

(b) communicating with an external unit and transmitting the count value stored at th e 
first storing st e p (a) when the user performs the operation during the broadcast to the an 
external unit; and 

(c) storing the data transmitted from the external unit at during the communicating 
step [[(b)]], 

wherein the count value is converted to information representing time is and then 
input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching information repr e s e nting cont e nts from 
a database corr e sponding to tim e including the information indicating broadcast contents and 
an associated repr e senting time of day of broadcasting using at which th e cont e nts w e re 
broadcast, th e databas e corr e lativ e ly storing the information r e pr e s e nting th e cont e nts and 
broadcast tim e th e r e of least the converted time of day information . 

105. (Currently Amended) The inputting method as set forth in claim 104, wherein 
the information r e pr e s e nting the broadcast contents includes information about identifying 
the contents. 
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